489 W. 6th St. 
Claremont, Ca 91711 


April 20, 1975 

Dr. Knox Mellon 
1235 42nd St. 
Sacramento, Ca 95819 
Dear Knox, 

Iwas up in Modesto last month for the last few days of the farm workers’ march on 
Gallo, and having fond memories of our march into Sacramento at Easter, 1966. I 
still remember with appreciation the hot showers and hot breakfast you and my father 
treated us to. 


Mentioning this to friends, and mentioning the fact that Carlotta (whom I think 


I have not ever met) is such a leading figure in the Brown Administration, I got 


an interested quiery from Virginia Hirsch, a long time friend, as to whether it 


might be worthwhile for me to approach you wife through you to further her application 
for a job. As I understand it, she has already submitted formal applications there. 

I don't really know how recruitment works in the ce administration, but I readily 
offered to go see you and pass on my personal endorsement for Ginny, for what it was 
worth. I was somehow assuming that you would still be around here, finishing off your 
teaching year. Now I find myself merely writing a letter, but am still hoping that 

I can be of some assistence to Ginny, in encouraging the administration to take ad- 
vantage of her skills. 

You may have known Ginny and Fred Hirsch from C.D.C., in which they were/are 
active members from San Jose. I met them in Delano, where Fred became assistent 
editor of the Malcriado when David Fishlow and I were running it, and the publishing, 
for the union. Ginny was "legal secretary," for Jerry Cohen and David Averbuck, but 
this designation hardly conveys her work. when Jerry first arrived in Delano, inex- 
perienced and unfamiliar with the technical side of the law, Ginny shouldered a 
tremendous burden in shaping the "intentions" of the union into appropriate legal forms, 


suits, counter suits, interrogatories, etc. “he played a major part in shifting the 


union's legal department activities from "defensive" to "aggressive," in pushing the 
union's legal counter-offensive which by 1968-1969 had succeeded in neutralizing much of 
the sting from the grower's legal actions which were such a threat am burden during the 
early years of the strike. "The Courts" became one of those scenes of battle in the 
struggle in which we not only held our own, but could win significant victories. Of 
course I don't want to detract from the tremendous job of the lawyers themselves. Ard 

of Course Cesar and Dolores and others were always coming up with"impossible" and 
"outrageous" ideas that no formerly trained lawyer could have entertained, that somehow 
became key ingredients in some type of legal action. But Ginny's modest and dry "vita" 
hardly conveys her great contribution in these years, her wide-ranging competence and 
skill. Her knowledge of law and its uses is clearly as extensive as that of many lawyers, 
yet her lack of the years of formal law-schooling brainwashing freed her from any 
“"mystification" of THE LAW. She never lost sight of a basic value, that law should 

be in the service of people, of a better society; rather than being something to worship, 
in and of itself, as somehow isolated from the forces and groups within a soceity whieh 
make it and use it for their benefit... 

Well, enough of my jaded cynicism on THE LAW, But Ginny really would be a great 
addition to any number of agencies in which Reagan used the law against people, and Brown 
presumably wants creative input in using the law in behalf of people. And not the least of 
her qualities is Ginny's really beautiful personality, an ability to remain calm under 
pressure, to keep peace and a sense of humor in an office woefully understaffed and 


with no financial rewards, and facing on a‘daily basis some new mass arrest of union 


i 6h Fe 
members, or a million-dollar law suit, or crippling injunction, that would mere mortals 


4 


to crack and flee in dispair. 

Perhaps this letter is a waste of your time, and you never interfere with your wife's 
work. But Ginny really is a very special person, and if her formal application for 
consideration is languishing in some file folder, maybe this will help dislodge it. 


I have been pleased with Gov. Brown's appointments and the tenor of his administration 


so far, I was happy to see Leroy Chatfield going to Sacramento, as he is very competent and 
will add to the governmental bureaucracy. I always thought of him as an extremely per- 
nicious influence in the union, trying to turn our staff from a spontaneous, creative, 
at times "inefficient" but amazingly productive collective into an "efficiently run 
bureaucracy," with all the Weberian type norms of hierarchy and order --- maybe good for 
Sacramento but disastrous forthe Union. So his new job is good from all aspects. 

I am back at C.G.S, in the Government Department, finishing up course work on 
a Ph.D. with exams probably at the end of the summer, But I plan to return to work for the 
Union and do my the%is there. I would like to teach on the side, perhaps, but my real joy 
is in farm work itself, which automatically includes service to theunion since I don't 


seem to have inherited a hacienda. I left the union staff in 1971 and wont to work for 


Tenneco Farming Company (Ducor Ranch) until they broke the Union contract in 1973.03: ew 


really tired of strikes and picketing, and so returned to graduate school, but working under 
the union contract in the fields was so beautiful, while it lasted, that I'll soon be 
returning to do my part to try to get them back. 

My father's book, Fame and the Founding Fathers, is out and being well received. 
I hope you get a chance to see it, though I would guess you read many of the essays when 
he first did them. 

Please forgive me for taking up your time if in fact you have nothing to do with 
yotr wife's work. But let this letter represent greetings and best wishes to you 
both, and fond memories of that day in 1966 when we marched together into Sacramento 
erying 

VIVA LA CAUSA... 


Sincerely, 


a © 
ie MODES tS 


Douglass Adair 


